Welcome to Week Four of the Discussion!

More than 42 million people worldwide are infected with HIV/AIDS. 95% of them live in the developing world. 3.1 million people, including 610,000 children, died from AIDS last year. Of the 42 million people infected, 6 million are in urgent need of antiretroviral (ARV) treatment to save their lives. 850,000 currently receive ARV care: 500,000 in rich countries, 50,000 in Africa, 300,000 in developing world. --(Medicins Sans Frontiers, UNAIDS)

There are an estimated 14 million children who have lost one or both parents to AIDS. --(UNAIDS)

Due to the large response, we have decided to extend the discussion another week so we can further discuss “moving forward” with all the input this group has created.  This week we will discuss the provision of care.  Next week, we will share with you the results of the panel that we are hosting during the Commission on the Status of Women.  We will use responses from the online discussion for this panel and are seeking input for specific topics to be discussed.  If you have ideas, please contact one of the moderators (lisathiebaud@aol.com).  

In last week’s discussion, we learned of the many forms stigma takes and what we can do to eliminate this prejudice.  The provision of treatment and care for those affected by AIDS is closely connected to the elimination of stigma.  With that in mind, we launch into this week’s questions.

---Questions for discussion: ---

In what ways are young people (men in particular) currently contributing to the care of people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWA)?  What else could young people do to contribute in this area?

How can youth incorporate care giving into conceptions of masculinity?

How does homophobia influence the care and treatment of PLWA?

How is medical care for HIV+/PLWA distributed in your community?  In areas where only limited amounts of drugs are available, who should be treated first?  

How can youth help to reduce the structural inequalities that increase poverty and worsen the impact of AIDS, such as "brain drain" (when professionals leave poorer communities for ones in which they will be better paid)?

How do conceptions of masculinity (such as self-reliance, independence) contribute to HIV+ men refusing to seek treatment?

How are youth helping their communities care for AIDS orphans?
How could religion and spirituality be used to promote the idea that men and boys can and should be caregivers?

--How does your government measure up?--

At the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS in June 2001, governments of the world agreed they would: 

“By 2003, develop strategies, in collaboration with the international community, civil society and the business sector, to strength health-care systems and address factors affecting access to drugs, e.g. affordability, pricing, and system capacity.  Urgently, make every effort to provide the highest attainable standard of treatment for HIV/AIDS, including prevention, treatment for opportunistic infections, and antiretroviral therapy.  Cooperate in strengthening pharmaceutical policies to promote innovation and the development of domestic industries consistent with international law.”

Additionally, the World Health Organization (WHO) recently launched the “3x5” Initiative to get 3 million people on antiretroviral therapy (ART) by the end of 2005. Over 30 countries have joined with the WHO to carry out the “3x5” Initiative.
REMINDER:


If you are near New York City, mark your calendars!  We will talk about the discussion at a side event during the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women on March 3 at 1:15pm. Everyone on this list is invited to attend; send an email to the moderator if you are interested.
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